
HERE’S LOOKING AT YOU
Hebrews 4:12-16 David B. Keller
Mark 10:17-31 October 10, 2021
TEXTS: Hebrews 4:13 “Before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes
of the one to whom we must render an account.”
Mark 10:21 “Jesus, looking at him, loved him . . .”  
PURPOSE: To invite us to welcome Jesus looking at us as only he can do: both calling us to account
and loving us perfectly. 
______________________________________________________________________________

“Here’s looking at you.”  What do we mean when we say that to someone? 
Insert the phrase in your favorite internet search engine and, as is the case with almost
any question posed to that overpopulated virtual world, you fall into a rabbit hole from
which it can be hard to escape.  The most popular reference comes from the classic
movie Casablanca, when Rick, played by Humphrey Bogart, says to Ilsa, played by
Ingrid Bergman, “Here’s looking at you, kid.” The all wise internet tells us what that
means in the film: “It means that he will never forget her; it is an acknowledgment,
ultimately, of her, and thus of them.”1  So we could say that when we raise a glass to
someone and say, “here’s looking at you,” that we are acknowledging their true self,
that we intend not ever to forget them, whether or not we actually are looking at them.  

What if Jesus says, “here’s looking at you” to us?   The Letter to the Hebrews
says that “before him no creature is hidden, but all are laid bare to the eyes of one to
whom we must render an account.” The word “him” in that verse refers back to “the
word of God, which is “able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”  John’s
Gospel identifies Jesus as ‘the Word made flesh’ (John 1:14), so I understand that it is
Jesus from whom nothing can be hidden, Jesus to whom we eventually must render an
account.  

It turns out that Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves.  When Jesus
says, “here’s looking at you,” he’s looking at everything about us.  Jesus is totally
aware of everything we carefully keep to ourselves.  Jesus is totally aware of our
attitudes and our fears, our hopes and our dreams.  He knows what we’ve done, the
ways we’ve hurt others, the things we would be embarrassed to disclose even to a
therapist.  Beyond that, there is, I am sure, a place deep in the human soul where God
meets us.  Our conscious mind cannot access this place.  This place is deeper than
thought.  Jesus even knows what is stored there.  The Letter to the Hebrews states
clearly that we must render an account of our life, of our practice of faith, to this One
to whom, in the words of the old prayer, “all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid.”2  If this isn’t at least somewhat troubling to every one
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of us, what is?  Is there anyone here who is totally okay with God knowing every little
thing about you?  I know I’d be a lot more comfortable if I could hide a few of my
secrets from God.  For sure, Jesus saying “here’s looking at you” is not a pleasant,
chummy toast wishing us well.  

Our passage from the Gospel of Mark recounts what happened when a certain
man approached Jesus with an urgent concern.  This fellow was looking for some
assurance that he had a valid ticket to heaven.  This fellow apparently was a good guy. 
He was religious.  He kept the commandments.  I imagine him being a generous
supporter of worthy causes.  I imagine him tithing his income to support his local
synagogue.  In the ancient world as in our times, his wealth was understood to be a sign
of God’s blessing on his life.  Even so, he realized something was missing in his life,
something essential.  All of his good behavior, all of his generosity, left him with no
firm assurance of divine favor.  

How much are we similar to this fellow, if truth be told?  We may not have
accumulated as much wealth as him, but, like him, we are religiously observant people. 
Many worshiping here and online work hard to support our church.  Many of us are
supportive of other worthy causes.  All of us are trying to live a decent life, and to hold
ourselves to a reasonably high standard of morality.  And yet, if we stop for a moment
and attend to our inmost being, we can be aware of an inkling that something spiritually
important is missing.  Some of that stuff that Jesus knows about us is hindering our full
assurance of divine favor.  

So this man, with his righteousness and his doubts, came to Jesus.  Good for
him!  At least he believed that Jesus might identify the missing ingredient which would
allow him to “inherit eternal life.”  Maybe Jesus would recommend more time spent in
prayer.  Maybe he would suggest supporting a charity the man had overlooked. 
Maybe, because Jesus knew more about him than he thought Jesus knew, he would
instruct him to forgive that person about whom he harbored a lingering resentment.  

The story now arrives at this amazing moment: Mark says that “Jesus, looking at
him, loved him.”  Stay with that.  Jesus didn’t judge him.  He didn’t call him to
account.  He just loved him.  This is a most important moment for us as well as for the
man in the story.  Jesus does know every little thing about us, but his knowledge of us
is all love.  We can spend a lifetime coming to trust the depth and magnificence of his
love for us.  I suspect that the man sensed Jesus’ love for him as he looked at him just
as much as he sensed Jesus knowing him.  Then, Jesus spoke: “You lack one thing.” 
Hooray! Thought the man.  All that righteousness I’ve been cultivating, all that
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generosity I’ve been practicing, it was almost all I needed to be assured of life eternally
lived with God.  Just one more thing, and I’m all set.  Until he hears what that one
more thing is: “Go,” Jesus says, “sell what you own, and give the money to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”  Oops!  It turns out that
the ‘one more thing’ was everything.  The man was shocked, which is totally
understandable.  He went away grieving, yes.  He went away willing to settle for what
he had.  He wasn’t willing to let go of what made him what he was in order to gain
something – Jesus called it “treasure in heaven” – that he couldn’t even begin to
imagine.

This is one of what is called the “hard sayings” of Jesus.  Mark follows the
encounter with the rich but spiritually needy man with Jesus teaching a broader truth,
that it’s supremely difficult for rich people to enter God’s realm.  Interpreters through
the ages have attempted to soften this teaching, suggesting that Jesus’ prescription was
tailored to this man specifically, or that rich people don’t need to be shed of their
wealth to gain God’s favor; they just need to be ethical in how they get and how they
use their wealth.  It’s fine to say that Jesus prescribed what this particular man needed,
so long as we realize that his prescription for anyone is likely to be just as shocking for
us as was his prescription to the man in the story.  The commentary I read to help me
prepare this sermon has this to say about such efforts:  “After we have done our best to
make this text say something less upsetting to our system of values, Jesus looks intently
at us and continues quietly to affirm that life is to be had not by accumulating things,
but by disencumbering ourselves.”3  

Earlier in this worship service, Scott announced that today marks the start of our
campaign to support the ministry and mission of this church in the coming year. What a
text this passage is for this occasion!  The text doesn’t allow us merely to ask that we
‘dig a little deeper.’  The text doesn’t even settle for tithing, which elsewhere in
scripture is held up as the minimum acceptable amount for us to offer to support the
church’s mission. The issue in the text is not about the good that the man’s generosity
will enable for people who are poor.  The issue in the text is about what the man needs
to do in order to inherit eternal life.  I wonder what a stewardship campaign would look
like if it was about discerning what Jesus knows each of us needs to let go of in order
to lay hold of the life he wants us to have.  

We need to return to the passage we heard from the Letter to the Hebrews.  The
part about Jesus knowing everything about us and calling us to account is not the end
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Williamson Jr., Lamar; Mark in the Interpretation series.  John Knox Press, Atlanta, 1983.  P. 188.
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of the story.  The end of the story pictures Jesus as a “great high priest” who
sympathizes with our weaknesses.  The throne on which he sits is the “throne of grace”,
not the throne of judgement.  And therefore, says the author of this letter, we may
approach the with boldness, not with fear.  For sure, the One on the throne knows
everything about us.  For sure, the One on the throne will lay bare the ways we
compromise our faith, how we hang on to whatever hinders our relationship with him,
how we trust in ourselves and the things we have made more than trusting in God’s
power and God’s love.  But the purpose of this knowing is not to cause us to squirm,
although squirm we probably should, given the whole truth about us.  Jesus looks at us
because he loves us.  He looks at us to reveal to us whatever about us is hindering our
relationship with him.  But that revealing is an act of holy love, not divine judgement. 
He looks at us to let us know that we can share his life, the life called “eternal,”  not
because we’re righteous, not because we’ve obeyed a set of rules, not even because
we’re generous.  We are able to share his life because he is gracious, because he loves
us.  As we experience his grace, we naturally want to respond with gratitude and
generosity.  

Yes, we’re launching a stewardship campaign.  Of course, we want people to
pledge support for the ministry we share.  Of course, this church can’t do what God
wants us to do without material support.  But it’s far more important for us to consider
how what we give enables or disables our relationship with Jesus.  Here’s one way to
look at that: if what you give doesn’t change you, it’s probably not enough.  If it
doesn’t somehow strengthen your relationship with Jesus, it’s probably not enough. 
Our gift does what it is designed to do when it changes our relationship with Jesus,
when we discover that the more we give, the more we have, just like Jesus responded to
Peter by assuring him that anyone who gave up even something as precious as family
ties in order to follow Jesus would experience an enormous return in this life, as well as
the gift of eternal life so desired by the man who asked Jesus how to get it.  

So, Jesus says, “here’s looking at you.”  Here’s Jesus, the word made flesh,
seeing all that you are, and loving every bit of you, even the parts you think aren’t
loveable.  Here’s Jesus, calling us to follow him, as he called fisherfolk and tax
collectors and prostitutes and rich people to let go of what we think we must have to
live so that he can give us what we really need to share his life.  Let him look.  Let his
show us what about us we can’t see on our own.  And receive his look as a look of
perfect love, love that makes it possible to follow him wherever he leads.  


